CHURCH SERVICES

The Eucharist
Sunday: Saturday 6.00pm
Sunday 10.00am and 12.00 noon

Weekdays: Monday, Wednesday, Friday, Saturday 10.00am
Tuesday, Thursday 7.30pm
Sacrament of Reconciliation:
After 10.00am and 6.00pm Mass on Saturday and on
request.
Baptism:
Normally on 2" and 4" Sundays of the month at 1.00pm.
Enquiries to the parish office.
Marriage:
By arrangement with one of the Priests.
A minimum notice of 3 months is required.

Our Lady Mother of the Church
Castleknock

Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time
6" February 2022

CONTACT INFORMATION

Fr. Damian McNeice — 6 Beechpark Lawn, Castleknock, Dublin 15.
Phone: 089 445 3987

Fr. Denis O’Connor CSsR — 32 Auburn Drive, Castleknock, Dublin 15.

Phone: 01-8214003

Parish Office — Monday to Thursday, 9.30 a.m. to 12.30 p.m.

Phone: 01-6409601 Email: parishoffice@castleknockparish.ie
Church Sacristy — Phone: 01-8214652

Our Lady’s Parish Centre — Phone: 01-8209907

Parish Website — www.castleknockparish.ie

Parish Newsletter — Notices may be sent by email to
ourladysparish@gmail.com Written notices may be handed in to the Parish

Office during office opening hours. Deadline for submissions is Thursday
evening.

WORLD DAY OF THE SICK 2022

Thirty years ago, Saint John Paul Il instituted the World Day of the
Sick to encourage the people of God to be increasingly attentive to the
sick and to those who care for them. Here’s some extracts from our Holy
Father, Pope Francis’, message for this year, on the theme: “Be merciful,
even as your Father is merciful” (Lk 6:36) Standing beside those who
suffer on a path of charity.

This year’s theme: “makes us first turn our gaze towards God... Mercy
1s God’s name par excellence; mercy, understood not as an occasional
sentimental feeling but as an ever-present and active force. It combines
strength and tenderness. For this reason, we can say with wonder and
gratitude that God’s mercy embraces both fatherhood and motherhood
(cf. Is 49:15). God cares for us with the strength of a father and the
tenderness of a mother. The supreme witness of the Father’s merciful
love for the sick is his only-begotten Son. How often do the Gospels
relate Jesus’ encounters with people suffering from various diseases! He
“went about all Galilee, teaching in their synagogues and preaching the
gospel of the kingdom and healing every disease and every infirmity
among the people” (Mt 4:23). We do well to ask ourselves why Jesus
showed such great concern for the sick, so much so that he made it
paramount in the mission of the apostles... sent by the Master to
proclaim the Gospel and to heal the sick (cf. Lk 9:2).When individuals
experience frailty and suffering in their own flesh as a result of illness,
their hearts become heavy, fear spreads, uncertainties multiply, and
questions about the meaning of what is happening in their lives become
all the more urgent. How can we forget, in this regard, all those patients
who, during this time of pandemic spent the last part of their earthly life




in solitude, in an intensive care unit, assisted by generous healthcare
workers, yet far from their loved ones and the most important people in
their lives? This helps us to see how important is the presence at our side
of witnesses to God’s charity, who, following the example of Jesus, the
very mercy of the Father, pour the balm of consolation and the wine of
hope on the wounds of the sick.”

“Dear healthcare workers, your service alongside the sick, carried out
with love and competence, transcends the bounds of your profession and
becomes a mission. Your hands, which touch the suffering flesh of
Christ, can be a sign of the merciful hands of the Father. Be mindful of
the great dignity of your profession, as well as the responsibility that it
entails.”

“Patients are always more important than their diseases, and for this
reason, no therapeutic approach can prescind from listening to the
patient, his or her history, anxieties and fears. Even when healing is not
possible, care can always be given. It is always possible to console, it is
always possible to make people sense a closeness that is more interested
in the person than in his or her pathology.”

“I would like to remind everyone that closeness to the sick and their
pastoral care is not only the task of certain specifically designated
ministers; visiting the sick is an invitation that Christ addresses to all his
disciples. How many sick and elderly people are living at home and
waiting for a visit! The ministry of consolation is a task for every
baptized person, mindful of the word of Jesus: “I was sick and you
visited me” (Mt 25:36). Dear brothers and sisters, to the intercession of
Mary, Health of the Infirm, I entrust all the sick and their families. United
with Christ, who bears the pain of the world, may they find meaning,
consolation and trust. | pray for healthcare workers everywhere, that,
rich in mercy, they may offer patients, together with suitable care, their
fraternal closeness.”

MASS FOR WORLD DAY OF THE SICK — FRIDAY 11™ FEBRUARY 2022:
We will celebrate the 30" World Day of the Sick on the feast of Our
Lady of Lourdes with 10am Mass with the Anointing of the Sick as part
of the celebration. All are welcome.

A prayerful video to watch for the feast of our lady of Lourdes:

A music group called ‘Vox Hiberniae’, featuring local harpist Mary
O’Donnell, together with Andrew Green, recorded “A Celtic Journey
with Our Lady” in the Carmelite Monastery of the Immaculate
Conception, Roebuck Road, a few months ago. It is a reflective and
beautiful video that you might enjoy on or around the feast of Our Lady
of Lourdes on 11 February. See the Vox Hiberniae You Tube channel.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KR0esUMcDAo

ACCORD

The ANNUAL COLLECTION for ACCORD Dublin, the Diocesan
Agency for Marriage and the Family, will be made at all Masses on next
weekend,12-13 February.

ACCORD Dublin throughout the Diocese offers: Marriage Preparation
courses — online, small groups; Counselling for couples and individuals
experiencing difficulties in their relationships, currently online or by
phone; Relationship and Sexuality Programme for schools.

ACCORD Dublin needs your support this year more than ever. The
collection for ACCORD will replace the usual Share Collection at the
offertory of our Masses.

RETROUVAILLE - A LIFELINE FOR MARRIED COUPLES:
The Retrouvaille programme can help marriages at all stages. Next
virtual programme starts 3rd to 6th March 2022

For information contact:-

Tony & Anne (01) 495 3536, text or call 086 413 5440,

Mike & Anne 087-2526812 / 087-6874658,

Text or email info.retrouvaille2020@gmail.com

or visit www.retrouvaille.ie

ANAM CARA NORTH DUBLIN
Parent Evening for bereaved parents on Wednesday 16th February at
7:20pm in the Carnegie Court Hotel, Swords, Co. Dublin.
info@anamcara.ie or 085 2888 888

Mobile phones: Please do your best to remember to turn off your mobile
phone (or turn it to totally silent) when in church out of respect for God’s
house and the prayer of others around you.



